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 READING 12  

 

Propaganda and Education 
 

In Education for Death, American educator Gregor Ziemer described schooling in Nazi 

Germany. As part of his research, he studied curriculum materials used in German 

schools. He noted:  

 

A teacher is not spoken of as a teacher (Lehrer) but an Erzieher. The word 

suggests an iron disciplinarian who does not instruct but commands, and whose 

orders are backed up with force if necessary.  

Matters of the spirit are frankly and energetically belittled. Physical education, 

education for action, is alone worthy of the Nazi teacher’s attention. All else can be 

dismissed as non-essential.  

Nazi education transcends old-fashioned pedagogy. Education in Hitler schools is 

not the result of a gradual evolution, but of revolution. It stems from political conflict 

and political victory.  

The Nazi schools are no place for weaklings. All children must, of course, finish 

the primary school before they are ten; but after that schools are proving-grounds for 

the Party. Those who betray any weakness of body or have not the capacities for 

absolute obedience and submission must be expelled.  

“Students who are unable to produce required results or who betray any 

weakness, are to be kept out of the secondary schools,” states the iron Minister to his 

iron-minded teachers on page one of his iron-clad manual.  

The regime draws a sharp distinction between girls, inherently weak, and boys, 

natural exponents of Strength. Boys and girls have nothing in common. Their aims, 

their purposes in life, are fundamentally different. Boys will become soldiers; girls 

will become breeders. Co-educational schools are manifestations of decadent 

democracies and hence are taboo.  

[Dr. Bernhard Rust, the Nazi Minister of Education,] decrees that in Nazi schools 

the norm is physical education. After that, German, biology, science, mathematics, 

and history for the boys; eugenics and home economics for the girls. Other subjects 

are permissible if they are taught to promote Nazi ideals. Spiritual education is 

definitely unimportant.
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CONNECTIONS 

 

Who would be attracted to the kind of education Rust described?  

 

Every culture defines the roles men and women are expected to play in society. How 

were those roles defined in traditional German society? In Nazi society? How were those 

ideas reflected in German schools? Interview people who grew up in the United States in 

the 1930s and 1940s to find out how those roles were defined in American culture. 

Research the ways those ideas were reflected in American schools. What remnants of 

those ideas can still be found in the schools?  

 

How would you describe American education today? What do your parents and teachers 

expect you to learn? What kind of person do they want you to become? Compare your 

own views of American education with those of your classmates. How hard is it to reach 

a consensus?  

 

James Clavell’s “The Children’s Story” describes a teacher who wins over an 

elementary-school class in less than thirty minutes. The story raises questions about 

education, indoctrination, and citizenship. Copies are available from the Facing History 

Resource Center. A packet of materials that compares “Aryan” women with women from 

groups the Nazis deemed “unworthy of life,” is also available.  

 

 

 READING 13  

 

Racial Instruction 
 

Soon after Hitler took power, a new course was added to the curriculum in every German 

school. The Nazi Minister of Education outlined the objectives of the course:  

 

1. Give pupils an insight into the relationship, causes and effects of all basic facts 

having to do with the science of heredity and race.  

2. Impress the pupils with the importance of the science of heredity and race for the 

future of the nation and the purposes of the government.  

3. Awaken in the pupils a sense of responsibility toward the nation, as represented 

by both its ancestry and its posterity; imbue the pupils with pride in the fact that 

the German people are the most important exponent of the Nordic race, and to 

influence them in favor of complete (Nordification) of the German people.  

 

This is to be accomplished early enough so that no child shall leave school 

without a conviction of the necessity of pure blood.  


